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A Safe and Efficient Way to Shuck an Oyster

'| Separating the shells. Place the oyster, wrapped in a folded

napkin, on a firm surface with the flatter sheil uppermost and the
hinged end towards you. Holding the oyster firmly in place
with one hand, take an oyster knifein the other and insert the tip
into the small gap in the hinge (above, leff). Twist the blade to

snap the shells apart (abaove, right).

Severing the muscle. Continuing to hold the oyster firmly in

£ the cloth, slide the knife blade along the inside of the upper shell
(above) to sever the muscle that holds the shells together.
Discard the shell, and lift the rounded, lower shell off the napkin,
making sure the liquid in it does not spill. Clean out any bits of
broken shell with the point of the knite.

)

3

Cutting the oyster loose. Grip the lower shell firmly with your
fingers. Cutting towards yourself, run the blade under the oyster
to sever the muscle attaching it to the lower shell {above] and

so to free it. The oyster can then be swallowed raw directly from
the shell, together with its juices, first seasoned to taste with a
little lemon juice or freshly ground pepper.
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